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Campaign with Traidcraft:

Ask your MP to support a supermarkets watchdog 

(Groceries Code Adjudicator)
Top tips for writing your letter:

· Do use the letter overleaf as an example, but where possible please don’t copy it word for word. Your own personalised version will be much more powerful.

· Try and explain why you care about this issue and what you want your MP to do right at the start of your letter.
· Make sure your letter includes the top three campaigns demands listed below. 

· Keep your letter short and to the point: one side of A4 should be more than enough.
· Remember to provide a postal address and to ask for a response (and please let us know if you receive one).
Our top three campaigns demands
· 
The GCA must be set up as soon as possible. The Grocery Code Adjudicator Bill should be included in the next Queen’s Speech, and the Bill passed in the session, or parliamentary time found before.
·      The GCA must have the power to fine supermarkets when they break the Groceries Code.
·      The GCA must be able to launch investigations based on any credible evidence, including from third parties. 

Your letter template
[YOUR ADDRESS]

[YOUR MP’S ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Dear [MP’S NAME],
Please support the Groceries Code Adjudicator (GCA)
I am writing to you as my MP to ask you to support the introduction of a supermarkets watchdog – the Groceries Code Adjudicator (GCA).
As a Traidcraft campaigner, I believe that the GCA should be introduced because … [INSERT REASONS WHY YOU PERSONALLY SUPPORT THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GCA]

Since an investigation by the Competition Commission nearly four years ago found that supermarkets transfer ‘excessive risks and unexpected costs’ onto their suppliers there has been slow progress towards the GCA.
There is widespread support for the GCA – including from consumers, MPs from all three main political parties and organisations that  work with farmers and producers around the world, such as Traidcraft. The parliamentary bill needed to set the GCA up has been drafted and scrutinised by the BIS Select Committee. However lack of parliamentary time has prevented the GCA being set up and the Groceries Supply Code of Practice (GSCOP), which has been in place since Feb 2010, is effectively futile without enforcement. 
I would be grateful if you could write to the Minister responsible, the Rt Hon Vince Cable, outlining your support for the Bill and asking him to confirm:

· 
That he will introduce the Grocery Code Adjudicator Bill in the next Queen’s Speech, and pass the Bill in the session.
·      That the GCA will have the power to fine supermarkets when they break the code.
·      That the GCA will be able to launch investigations based on any credible evidence, including from third parties.
I would be grateful for a reply to this letter and a commitment that you will support these demands to ensure that an effective GCA is introduced without further delay.
Kind regards,
[YOUR NAME]
http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/get_involved/campaign


